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Minutes of the Holcombe Parish Council Meeting which took place
on Tuesday 2 December 2025 at Holcombe Village Hall

Councillors Present :  Cllr Brand (Chairman)
Cllr Davies 
Cllr Eade
Cllr Emery
Cllr Gait
Cllr Kerr
Cllr Roberts
Cllr Stratford
Also Present :	Deborah Douglas-Burke (Parish Clerk)
			
Public Forum: 
There were no members of the public present.

Apologies for absence: 
Cllr Govier sent a written apology that was accepted by the Chairman.

Declaration of interests and dispensations: 
There were no declarations of interest.

Approve Minutes of previous meeting held on 7 November:
The minutes had been circulated in advance to all councillors.  As there were no amendments, the council RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the parish council meeting held on 7 Nov 2025 to be a true record.
(Proposed by Cllr Davies, Seconded by Cllr Gait)
Vote unanimous from those who were present at the last meeting.

Actions/matters arising from the previous meeting:
All actions had been completed and there were none to be brought forward.
5.1 Croft Road Access: Resolved.

Reports
6.1 	PCSO: Latest report dated 08 Nov 2025. There were no crimes reported in Holcombe.
6.2 	Somerset Council: no report received. 
	Action: Cllr Brand to contact Cllr Hobbs to ascertain why no update has been received.

Planning Applications: 
2025/2083/VRC – Faversham, Longleat Lane. This is to remove Condition 4 of the planning approval 2017/0402/HSE which stated that parking spaces associated with the development were to be identified and used for the sole purpose of parking. The councillors discussed this variation in the context of the original application and concluded there was no reason why this Condition should remain in force. 
All present APPROVED the Parish Council’s agreement for the removal of this Condition. 
(Proposed by Cllr Stratford, Seconded by Cllr Emery)

Action:  Clerk to update the planning portal accordingly.
Report on Planning Updates: 
None. 	 
Finance:
9.1 The council RESOLVED the bank reconciliation for October and November to be deferred and carried over to the next meeting in January 2026.
9.2	Parish Council Payments:
RBL Poppy Wreath 	£22.25(Paid by Chq No.001069 on 30.11.25)
Hill & Hill Ground Maintenance Ltd 	  £210.00 (Invoice 4012)
Hill & Hill Ground Maintenance Ltd	  £284.17 (Invoice 4006)
Julia Evans (bark and manure) 	£44.00 (Springfield Garden Plus Nursery)	

The council RESOLVED to approve the summary of receipts and payments shown above.
(Proposed by Cllr Gait, seconded by Cllr Kerr. The vote was unanimous)

Highways:
10.1	Update on Auto Speed Watch. 
	Cllr Roberts reported that the ASW had recently recorded a car doing 60mph. He also stated that the winter conditions were making it difficult to read the number plates of offending vehicles and would discuss the performance of the camera with the supplier.

Action: Cllr Roberts and Cllr Stratford to provide a short report for further consideration by the Parish Council in the February 2026 council meeting on the feasible options (including costs) with regards additional traffic monitoring or traffic calming measures that could be deployed in the village.

Action: Cllr Roberts to contact Mr T Gibbs (supplier) to discuss the performance of the ASW machine.

10.2 Report of new issues.
	None.				
				
Community Projects Fund:
Cllr Brand reported the applications window closed on 30 Nov 2025. Four applications have been received all within the grant limit:-

· Football Club
· Monday Coffee Club
· First Coleford Scots Group
· Coleford and Holcombe Community Magazine (CHCM)

It was agreed that AGREED Cllr Brand and Cllr Kerr (CPF sub-committee) would review the applications and provide recommendations at the next meeting 

Action: Cllr Brand and Cllr Kerr to review CPF applications and report back to the Parish Council in January 2026 with their recommendations.  





Parish Online:
Cllr Brand briefed the councillors on progress regarding the transition to the gov.uk domain for the website and email addresses 

New Email Address: All councillors have been sent details on how to set up their new email address which they are to use in future. Cllr Brand requested that all councillors set up their new email addresses prior to him instructing Parish Online to make the change.  . He confirmed that the mailboxes will be transferred (if required) as part of the switch. 

Action: Cllrs Stratford, Eade, Roberts and the Clerk to complete their email set up and confirm this to Cllr Brand.

New Website: Cllr Brand that the new website is up and running and that every document on the old website has been imported onto the new one. The main omission is a short biography of each councillor and associated photo.   Cllr Barnd stated that he would produce a template for the other councillors to follow to ensure consistency.  . Cllr Brand encouraged everyone to  look at the new website and let him know if there is anything missing or requires amending Once the switch to the new website is made then Parish Online will monitor the old website and redirect any traffic from the old one to the new website. 

Action: Cllr Brand to write his short  biography for the website and circulate to all other councillors.
Action: All councillors to write a short bio and provide a photograph for the website. 
Action: Anyone with good photographs of the village are to send them to either Cllr Brand, Cllr Govier or the Clerk for uploading to the new website. 

Dog Waste Bin opposite The Farmshop:
Cllr Brand gave an update about the problem of the bin being vandalised therefore not being  emptied. The bin remains out of action until a new one is installed. 
Cllr Brand stated that he had contacted Somerset Council and requested a quote for the supply and installation of a new bin.  Somerset Council stated that they could supply and fit a replacement bin (not brand new but in very good condition) for £150.00 (a new one is in the region of £500.00) within the next few weeks

Cllr Brand advised it would be more expensive to try and source a replacement bin on the open market and contract someone else to install it.   It was RESOLVED Cllr Brand respond to Somerset Council and confirm the supply and fitting of a replacement bin. 
(Proposed by Cllr Brand, Seconded by Cllr Davies. The vote was unanimous). 

Action: Cllr Brand to write to Ms Kerry Perry-Jones (Somerset Council Open Spaces Business Support Officer) and instruct her to supply and fit a replacement bin.


Councillor Reports/Updates including highways, playing field, village hall, SALC etc.:
14.1	Cllr Emery gave an update on:-
· Church Christmas Fair in the village hall, Sat 6 Dec 2025 at 10.30am to 12.30pm. 
· Christmas Tree Lights Switch-On, Sun 7 Dec 2025 at 5pm – mulled wine and mince pies supplied by the Farmshop.
· Village Breakfast, Sat 13 Dec 

Meetings/Training to attend:
No updates.

Correspondence: 
16.1	Cllr Kerr briefed that she had received correspondence from Curtis Ilott requesting approval for a new headstone to be erected in the cemetery, to add his wife to the headstone of Mr J Searle. The councillors’ were content with the wording but noted there were no dimensions shown on the drawing. The PC approved the wording of the revised headstone for J and J Searle. 

Action: Councillor Kerr to contact Curtis Ilott to approve the wording on the new headstone and request that it complies with Annex A of the cemetery rules to ensure compliance prior to granting approval.

16.2	An email sent by Julia Evanson on 1st Nov highlighted the problem with a dying Rowan tree in the middle of Jubilee Gardens. She requested permission to remove the tree (she stated that she and her husband would conduct this work) and to have the stump ground out professionally.   

It was RESOLVED that Mr and Mrs Evans can go ahead and remove the tree. It was also RESOLVED and agreed to contract a professional tree stump remover to grind out the roots. Cllr Brand has no pecuniary interest but can recommend a contractor regularly used by Mendip Golf Club.

(Proposed by Cllr Kerr, Seconded by Cllr Emery. The vote was unanimous). 

Action: Cllr Brand to respond to Mrs Evans and contact the stump grinder for a quote

Next Meeting
Parish Council Meeting 6 January 2026 at 7.30pm

[Meeting ended at 20.40pm]
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