HOLCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL
IN THE COUNTY OF SOMERSET
www.holcombesomerset-pc.gov.uk



Minutes of the Holcombe Parish Council Meeting which took place
on Tuesday 6 January 2026 at Holcombe Village Hall

Councillors Present :  Cllr Brand (Chairman)
Cllr Davies 
Cllr Emery
Cllr Govier
Cllr Kerr
Cllr Roberts
Cllr Stratford
Also Present :	Deborah Douglas-Burke (Parish Clerk)
			
Public Forum
There were no members of the public present.

Apologies for absence
Apologies for absence was received from Cllr Gait due to illness that was accepted by the Chairman. Cllr Eade sent apologies for absence after the meeting.

Declaration of interests and dispensations
There were none.

Minutes of Previous Meeting
The minutes had been circulated in advance to all councillors.  As there were no amendments, the council RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the parish council meeting held on 2 Dec 2025 to be a true record.
(Proposed by Cllr Kerr, Seconded by Cllr Davis)
Vote unanimous from those who were present at the last meeting.

Actions/matters arising from the previous meeting
All actions had been completed or would be dealt with as agenda items during the meeting.

Reports
6.1 	PCSO:  Latest report dated 03 Jan 2026. There was one non-recordable offence. Overall no crimes of significance to note.
6.2 	Somerset Council: Cllr Brand advised he had been in touch with Cllr Edric Hobbs requesting the monthly updates Cllr Hobbs apologised for not sending them for the past few months and confirmed that these will be sent to the clerk in future.
6.3	Somerset Council Local Electric Vehicle Infrastructure. Somerset has secured £3.78 million in government capital funding to expand electric vehicle charging infrastructure across the county. Somerset are asking residents to suggest suitable locations. 
	Cllr Brand has submitted a suggestion for on-street charging location in the village on behalf of the parish council.
	
Planning Applications
Nil 

Report on Planning Updates 
Nil 	

Finance
9.1  Cllr Gait had checked the bank reconciliations for October and November and had advised Cllr Brand these were accurate.  Cllr Brand confirmed the Unity Trust Bank accounts were now set up. 
9.2	The following invoices were presented for payment:
Clerk salary (Sep – Dec 25)	   		  £1489.20
SALC (Clerk CiLAC Trg)			  £300
Hill & Hill 	£284.17 (Invoice 4032)
CHS Electrical (Lychgate) 	£300.00 (Invoice 2307)
Holcombe Village Hall			  £63.00 (Invoice VH111523)
	Parish Online	  £350.40 (Invoice 40UB025-0002)
Argos (portable hard drive) 			   £51.99 (Paid by the clerk)
GeekingITsimple				   £36.29 (Invoice 14919)	

The council RESOLVED to approve the summary of receipts and payments shown above.
(Proposed by Cllr Emery, seconded by Cllr Stratford. The vote was unanimous)
9.3 Approval of Precept;  In advance of the meeting the chairman had circulated an email to all councillors detailing the factors to be taken into consideration regarding the setting of the precept for the forthcoming year.  These included the fact that the PC is running a deficit of £3k for the currrent financial year, that Somerset Council has proposed an increase in council tax of at least 7.5%, and the likelihood of parish and town councils taking on more responsibilities as SC tries to reduce its debt of £73M.  After discussion, it was agreed that a rise of 5% is necessary to ensure that we can deliver the services expected within the projected income for the year. 
Proposed by Cllr Brand, seconded by Cllr Davies.  The vote was unanimous.
Action:  Clerk to complete the necessary paperwork and return to Somerset Council by 30 Jan

Highways
10.1	Update on Auto Speed Watch. 
	Cllr Roberts gave an update on his meeting with the ASW device supplier. The device was checked and is working fine. Cllr Roberts advised that a new unit would cost £770.00. 
10.2 Report of new issues.
Concern was raised over new potholes in the village and surrounding roads. Cllr Brand stated that these should be reported on Somerset Council’s website (potholes, road damage and edge loss page) or via fixmystreet.com.  He agreed to highlight this issue in the next edition of the CHCM.
Action:  	Cllr Brand to highlight how to report potholes in the Feb edition of the CHCM			
Community Projects Fund
11.1	Cllr Brand and Cllr Kerr had reviewed the applications and recommended that they all be approved subject to a cap of £250.
· Football Club 
· Monday Coffee Club*
· First Coleford Scots Group
· Coleford and Holcombe Community Magazine (CHCM)

*The Monday Club had requested a table top fridge to support the weekly coffee mornings held in the Hundred Room, however as this is the secondary place of safety designated in the Emergency Plan (EP), it was decided that the PC would purchase a stand-alone fridge to be located in the Hundred Room to serve the needs of both the Monday Club and the EP. 
(Proposed by Cllr Emery, seconded by Cllr Stratford. The vote was unanimous)
Actions:   Clerk to inform the recipients and pay them by BACS.
Cllr Brand to liaise with the Monday Club regarding the purchase of the fridge

Planned Meetings 2026
The council reviewed the dates for meetings for the forthcoming year.  They agreed that the PC meetings would take place every month (second Tuesday) bar August.  In addition the dates for the Annual Meeting of the Parish and the Annual PC meeting were agreed to be held on 17 Mar and 5 May respectively.  The calendar is available on the website. 
(Proposed by Cllr Emery, seconded by Cllr Kerr. The vote was unanimous)
Action: Clerk to post the calendar on the website.

Village Working Party and Litter Pick
The council discussed Cllr Brand’s suggestion to conduct a litter pick and tidy up around the playing field on the same day prior to Easter.  It was agreed that both would take place on Saturday 28 Mar from 1000 – 1200.  Refreshments would be available for all volunteers on completion in the village hall.  Cllr Kerr kindly volunteered to liaise with Somerset Council regarding the litter pick and Cllr Eade volunteered to run the tidy up.  This event is to be reviewed at the March meeting.
Actions: 	Cllr Kerr to advise Somerset Council of the intention to hold a litter pick
Cllr Eade to lead the tidy up
Cllr Emery to request support from the The Pudding Kitchen
Cllr Brand to book the VH for the event
Clerk to add “Litter Pick and Tidy Up Update” to the agenda in March.

Councillor Reports/Updates including highways, playing field, village hall, SALC etc.
Cllr Emery stated that the Playing Fields Committee AGM would take place in the farmshop on Fri 23 Jan at 6pm

Meetings/Training to attend
15.1	LCN Meeting on 26 January 2026 at 7pm
Action: Cllr Davis to attend this.
15.2	Training – The following courses are to be booked on behalf of the councillors shown
· Data Protection for Councillors (Assertion 10 only) on 22 Jan at 6pm – 
(Cllr Govier)
· Councillor Essentials Part 2 – Finance & Governance on Mon 26 Jan  at 6pm – (Cllr Brand).	
· Annual Governance Statement (incl The New Assertion 10) on Mon 2 Feb  at 6pm – (Cllr Brand).
· An Introduction to AI for Local Councils – Mon 16 Feb  at 6pm - (Cllr Gait).
Action: 	Clerk to book the above SALC and Breakthrough training courses.

Correspondence 
None.


Next Meeting
Parish Council Meeting 3 February 2026 at 7.30pm
Meeting ended at 20.45pm
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