HOLCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL
IN THE COUNTY OF SOMERSET
www.holcombesomerset-pc.gov.uk


Minutes of the Holcombe Parish Council Meeting which took place
on Tuesday 3 February 2026 at Holcombe Village Hall

Councillors Present :  Cllr Brand (Chairman)
Cllr Davies 
Cllr Emery
Cllr Gait
Cllr Govier
Cllr Kerr
Cllr Roberts
Also Present :	Deborah Douglas-Burke (Parish Clerk)
			
Public Forum: 
There was one member of the public present, Mr Sean Badrick the applicant for the planning application to be discussed under agenda item 7.

Apologies for absence: 
Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Eade and Stratford and accepted by the chairman. 

Declaration of interests and dispensations: 
There were none.

Minutes of Previous Meeting:
The minutes of the meeting held on 6 Jan had been circulated in advance to all councillors.  As there were no amendments, the council approved them to be a true record.
Proposed by Cllr Davies, Seconded by Cllr Kerr, vote unanimous from those who were present at the last meeting.

Actions/matters arising from the previous meeting:
All but 2 actions had been completed; the clerk had yet to pay the Football Club and the Scouts group their CPF grants, and had not posted the calendar of meetings on the website.
Action:  Clerk to complete both outstanding actions.

Reports
6.1 	PCSO: Latest report dated 1 Feb. There was one non-recordable and one anti-social behaviour offence in Jan.  In addition, the PCSO sent a couple of documents related to fly tipping and rural crime which highlighted the significance of the impact on local communities and the importance of reporting these crimes.  The chairman stated that these would be published on the website and in the community magazine to raise public awareness.
Action:  Cllr Brand to highlight these crimes on the website and in the CHCM.
6.2 	Somerset Council: Nil report received.

		


Planning Applications: 
7.1	    2026/006/HSE 10 Kingsmead Close.  Alterations and refurbishment of a bungalow.  The chairman briefed on the application in general before handing over to Mr Badrick to add his comments.  As the application did not breach any material planning considerations the council voted unanimously to approve it.
Proposed by Cllr Gait, Seconded by Cllr Davies, vote unanimous.
Action:  Cllr Brand to inform the planning authority of the decision.

Report on Planning Updates: 
Nil 	

Finance:
9.1  The bank reconciliation for January (and February) would be completed at the next meeting.  
9.2	The following invoice was presented for payment:
	Parish Online Mapping Software	  	£108 (Invoice 40UB025-0003)
9.3  Approval of Budget for 2026/27.  The draft budget had been sent to all councillors along with explanatory notes in advance of the meeting. The budget for the forthcoming year is similar to those of previous ones meaning that the council can maintain the same services to the same standards for 2026.  The forecast overspend is only £500 which is well within limits.  In addition, the council has maintained £9k as the general reserve (used for unexpected day to day expenditure) and earmarked £12k for various future projects inter alia speeding, playing field improvements and sustainability.  As the PC has £21k in savings, it is proposed that we invest £15k in a 95 day savings account with Hampshire Trust Bank which pays interest at 3.9%.  Only funds from the Unity bank can be transferred to/from this account thereby safeguarding the money.  In his role as the lead of the finance committee, Cllr Gait kindly agreed to open the account on behalf of the PC and act as the main contact.   
Proposed by Cllr Brand, seconded by Cllr Davies.  The vote was unanimous.
Actions:  Clerk to make the payment to Parish Online.
Cllr Gait to open the savings account with Hampshire Trust Bank and transfer £15k from the Unity Bank account.

Highways:
10.1	Update on Auto Speed Watch. 
	Cllr Roberts gave a brief summary of the work that he had undertaken with Cllr Stratford to propose options to address speeding in the village.  As councillors had not seen the document, it was determined that the report would be sent to them for their consideration over the course of the next month so that a decision on the way ahead could be made at the meeting in March.  
Action:  Cllr Roberts to email the document to all councillors for their consideration prior to the next meeting.
10.2   Update on existing issues already reported to Somerset Highways
	Cllr Davies stated that he had attended the latest LCN meeting at SHAPE Mendip which addressed ongoing concerns about making the roads safer in the area.  The attendees discussed the routes used by the quarry lorries and other hauliers to minimize dangers and focused on Beacon Cross as a problem that needs to be addressed.  No decisions were taken.
10.3  Report of new issues.  Nil
			
PC Thank Yous/Shout Outs for deserving parishioners/organisations
Cllr Davies proposed that the PC should be more proactive in thanking parishioners for their hard work in maintaining the village which often goes on behind the scenes unnoticed.  He proposed that the PC should recognise these efforts by sending postcards to those considered worthy.  After a discussion on the merits of sending cards and acknowledging the work through other means, it was decided that all councillors should be more proactive in thanking parishioners who are undertaking work for the community and ensure that these efforts are publicised on FB and the website.
Action:  All councillors to be more proactive in thanking those who support the village voluntarily.

Councillor Reports/Updates including highways, playing field, village hall, SALC etc.
12.1  Playing Field Committee AGM 23 Jan - Cllr Emery briefed on the key points of the meeting.  She highlighted that despite 3 resignations, the committee comprised of 6 members who are keen to promote the merits of the field and undertake improvements. The PF committee is currently drafting a strategy to look ahead as to how the PF can be maintained/improved in the next 5 years. As the PC has earmarked funds for playing field improvements, Cllr Brand proposed that it might be better for these funds to be combined with the PF funds to undertake projects of lasting significance.  He suggested that all councillors feed any ideas to Cllr Emery for consideration in the strategy by the end of the month.  
Action:   All councillors to feed ideas for playing field improvements to Cllr Emery by 28 Feb.
12.2    Village Hall mtg 27 Jan - Cllr Emery briefed the key points of the meeting.  The only item pertinent to the PC is that the VH is scoping future repairs to the flat roofs (especially the kitchen roof) which will require significant funds.  The PC may be requested to support these repairs if they are beyond the scope of the VH.
12.3  SALC trg – Cllrs Govier and Brand gave a short update on the training they undertook provided by SALC regarding data protection, finance and governance, and the AGAR process.

Correspondence
13.1 Proposal from Julia Evans regarding tree replacement in Jubilee Gardens.  Cllr Brand had forwarded an email to all councillors on 27 Jan outlining a proposal from Julia to replace the dead Rowan with a Magnolia sapling at a cost of approx. £60.  This proposal was agreed unanimously.
Proposed by Cllr Kerr, seconded by Cllr Emery.  The vote was unanimous.
Action:  Cllr Brand to inform Julia Evans of the decision.

Next Meeting
Parish Council Meeting 3 Mar at 7.30pm
Annual Meeting of the Parish 17 Mar at 7.30pm
Meeting ended at 8.55pm
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