DRAFT
HOLCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL
IN THE COUNTY OF SOMERSET
www.holcombesomerset-pc.gov.uk

DRAFT
Minutes of the Holcombe Parish Council Meeting which took place
on Tuesday 7 April 2026 at Holcombe Village Hall

Councillors Present :  Cllr Brand (Chairman)
Cllr Davies 
Cllr Eade
Cllr Emery
Cllr Gait
Cllr Kerr
Cllr Roberts
Cllr Stratford
				
Public Forum 
There were 2 members of the public present, Mrs Abi McGuire and her husband Peter.  Abi introduced herself as an independent councillor on Shepton town council and as a candidate in the forthcoming Mendip Hills by election.  She gave a short brief on her background and her motivation to be involved in local government.  She stated that she was keen to learn about the issues affecting local parishes hence her attendance at the meeting.

Apologies for absence 
Apologies for absence was received from Cllr Govier and accepted by the chairman. 

Declaration of interests and dispensations 
Councillor Eade declared an interest in agenda item 16 as he is the neighbour of the applicant.

Minutes of previous meeting
The minutes of the meeting held on 3 Mar had been circulated in advance to all councillors.  As there were no amendments, the council approved them to be a true record.
Proposed by Cllr Kerr, Seconded by Cllr Davies, vote unanimous from those who were present at the last meeting.

Actions/matters arising from the previous meeting
All actions bar one (Cllr Gait to contact Somerset Council archive dept (Item 16.1)) had been completed.  

Reports
6.1 	PCSO - Report received dated 2 April.
6.2 	Somerset Council - Nil report received.
		
Planning Applications 
7.1  2026/0573/HSE Woodlands, Holcombe Hill.  Single storey side extension and internal alterations.  The chairman briefed on the application in general and invited questions and comments from the other councillors.  It was subsequently agreed that as the application did not breach any material planning considerations the council voted unanimously to approve it.
Proposed by Cllr Davies, Seconded by Cllr Stratford, vote unanimous.
Action:  Cllr Brand to inform the planning authority of the decision.

Report on planning updates 
8.1  Cllr Gait requested that an update on the planning application related to the infill of land with inert material and the removal of dead ash trees on Edford Hill (Ref: 2023/0488/FUL) be requested from the planning authority as 3 years has elapsed since the application was submitted.
Proposed by Cllr Gait, Seconded by Cllr Brand, vote unanimous.
Action:  Cllr Brand to write to the planning authority requesting an update.

Finance
9.1  The bank reconciliation for March had been completed by Cllr Emery and was in order.    
9.2	The following invoices have been paid so that they are reflected in the 2025 accounts:
9.2.1 Village Hall (Invoice 111539 dated 31 Mar)			£105
9.2.2  Playing Field							£3000
9.2.3 Citizens Advice						£500 
Proposed by Cllr Emery, seconded by Cllr Davies, vote unanimous.

Highways
10.1	Update on options to reduce speeding in the village. 
	At the previous meeting it was agreed that prior to investing considerable sums in another SID, the PC would commission a survey to guide the decision making downstream.  Cllr Roberts was tasked with liaising with SC Highways regarding the cost and timeframe of installing the pneumatic tubes as well as investigating other private providers and Cllr Strafford agreed to conduct more research on the types and costs of SIDs available to councils.  Cllr Roberts stated that he had engaged with SC Highways however was advised that pneumatic tubes were no longer in use.  He researched a number of private contractors and had found GW Traffic Data Services to be the most competitive at £300 + VAT for one week’s use.  It was agreed that Cllrs Roberts and Stratford should liaise with the company to ensure that the trial would achieve the objectives and represented VFM, and once satisfied, could authorize the work to go ahead at the cost specified.  Cllr Roberts also briefed that he had been analysing the data from the ASW system and found that a particular vehicle belonging to a local company regularly exceeded the speed limit.  On behalf of the PC, he contacted the company and received a very positive response from the transport manager who told him that such incidents would not recur.  Cllr Stratford agreed to analyse the data from the last quarter and provide an update at the next meeting.
Actions:  
Cllrs Roberts & Stratford to liaise with GW Traffic Data Services to carry out the pneumatic tube trial.
Cllr Stratford to analyse the ASW data and present the results at the next meeting.

10.2   Update on existing issues already reported to Somerset Highways
A discussion regarding the road closure on Stratton Road as result of the large pothole and discovery of a badger sett and the impact on local services prompted a request to establish the nature of the problem and the timeline for rectification.  It was agreed that the chairman should write to SC Highways requesting information and expressing concern about the length of time to repair the road.
Action:  Cllr Brand to write to SC Highways requesting an update on the work to reopen the road.

10.3  Report of new issues – Nil



			
Update on clerk recruitment procedure
The chairman briefed that 3 candidates from an original 9 that had shown interest were shortlisted and the recruitment sub-committee had met with the shortlisted applicants during the previous week.  As a result, the sub-committee selected Louise Avis who had agreed to take the job with immediate effect. The next steps are for the chairman to conduct a handover of the administrative aspects of the role over the course of the next few weeks with the new clerk such that she is ready to assume responsibility at the next meeting in May.
Action:  Cllr Brand to induct new clerk.

Review and approve the following documents:
Financial Regulations
Audio Visual Recording and Photography Policy
Communications and Social Media Policy
Complaints Procedure
Flag Flying Policy

All documents were approved without amendment.
Proposed by Cllr Davies, seconded by Cllr Gait, vote unanimous.
Action:   Cllr Brand to upload documents to the website. 

Community Clean Up and Litter Pick Wash Up
[bookmark: _Int_mvZu1UkD][bookmark: _Int_F4Ue4D2c][bookmark: _Int_LYrdQKKN]Cllr Davies briefed that the clean up and litter pick held on Saturday 28 Mar had been a very successful event with over 30 people involved.  Fortunately, the weather was good thereby encouraging a good turn out.  Fifteen full bags of litter were collected from 12 different areas of the village and some really good maintenance was undertaken in and around the playing field.  
[bookmark: _Int_vGa0VI6D]Cllr Davies thanked the Steel family (all 6 of them) who did a sterling job picking litter along Pitcot Lane as well as those new to the village who made the effort to support the longer standing parishioners in cleaning up the village and surrounding areas.  The PC would like to thank the Pudding Kitchen for donating some wonderful cakes which were supplemented by a home-baked carrot cake courtesy of Cllr Emery; together these made for an excellent end to a hard morning’s work.

Councillor Reports/Updates including highways, playing field, village hall, SALC etc.
Cllr Emery reminded councillors of the forthcoming VH AGM on Tue 21 Apr.  Cllr Govier to attend on behalf of the PC.

Training/Meetings to attend
Cllr Govier is booked to attend, ‘Introduction to AI’ on Thu 23 Apr.

Correspondence
Email dated 5 Mar 26 from Tyler Hill Consulting ref Hackmead Solar Farm.  
The PC had received an email from Mr Max Gibson of Tyler Hill Consulting, a renewable energy developer advising of a plan to extend the solar farm already approved at Ash Farm into an adjacent field.  Although the application is outside the village boundary and therefore the PC is not a statutory consultee, councillors thought it useful to understand more about this and potentially other future sustainable energy projects especially at a time of increasing concern about energy security. To that end, it was agreed that Tyler Hill Consulting would be invited to brief councillors on this application at the next meeting in May.
Action:  Cllr Brand to invite Tyler Hill Consulting to the next meeting to brief councillors on the proposed project.

Next Meeting
Annual Parish Council Meeting 5 May at 7.00pm
Parish Council Meeting 5 May at 7.30pm


Meeting ended at 8.40pm
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