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DRAFT
Minutes of the Holcombe Parish Council Meeting which took place
on Tuesday 5 May 2026 at Holcombe Village Hall

Councillors Present :  Cllr Brand (Chairman)
Cllr Davies 
Cllr Eade
Cllr Gait
Cllr Govier
Cllr Kerr
Cllr Roberts
Cllr Stratford
				
Public Forum 
There were no members of the public present.

Apologies for absence 
Apologies for absence was received from Cllr Emery and accepted by the chairman. 

Declaration of interests and dispensations 
Cllr Eade declared an interest in item 7.1

Minutes of previous meeting
The minutes of the meeting held on 7 Apr had been circulated in advance to all councillors.  As there were no amendments, the council approved them to be a true record.
Proposed by CllrKerr, Seconded by Cllr Govier, vote unanimous from those who were present at the last meeting.

Actions/matters arising from the previous meeting
All actions had been completed bar the analysis of the ASW data which was ongoing and would be presented to councillors at the next available opportunity.  

Reports
6.1 	PCSO – Nil report received.
6.2 	Somerset Council - Nil report received.
		
Planning Applications 
7.1  2026/0690/VRC Variation of condition 2 (Plans List) to amend design under consent 2025/0406/FUL at Southmead Farm, Charlton Road.  The chairman briefed on the variation in question and stated that this involved updating the plan in light of proposed design changes.  It was agreed that as the variation did not impact on any material planning considerations it should be approved.
Proposed by Cllr Brand, Seconded by Cllr Stratford, vote unanimous.
Action:  Clerk to inform the planning authority of the decision.


Report on planning updates 
Appeal Decision 2025/0333/PAA Mansion House Barn, Stratton Road.  The planning inspector dismissed the appeal on the grounds that the proposal would not constitute permitted development in respect of Class Q of the Town and Country Planning Order. 

Finance
9.1  The bank reconciliation for April had been completed by Cllr Emery and was in order.    
9.2	The following invoices have been paid since the last meeting: 
9.2.1 SALC (Inv 2641 dated 2 Feb)					£50
9.2.2 SALC (Inv 3131 dated 24 Apr)					£45
9.2.3 SALC (Inv 3139 dated 27 Apr)					£25
9.3 The appointment of Mr Adrian Mason to audit the accounts for the FY 2025/26 was agreed.
9.4 Councillors agreed to authorise the opening of an HTB instant savings account to attract a higher rate of interest (3.4%) on PC income.  This savings account is required to provide sufficient funds to cover the 95 day notice period of the long term savings account which holds the bulk of the PC income.
Proposed by Cllr Davies, seconded by Cllr Startford, vote unanimous.

Highways
10.1  Cllr Stratford briefed that he had been in discussion with GW Traffic Data Services regarding the data that would be available for analysis to ensure that it met PC expectations.  Once satisfied, the company is to be instructed to proceed with the trial on the hill which should occur within 2 weeks and last a week. Cllr Roberts stated that he had been able to identify companies responsible for speeding vehicles from the ASW system by virtue of the photographs of the company name and details shown on the rear of the vehicles.  He proposed that he contact these companies on behalf of the PC to request that their drivers be reminded of the requirement to obey the law.  Councillors agreed with the proposal and authorized Cllr Roberts to act accordingly. 
Action:  Cllr Roberts to contact the companies responsible for speeding in the village. 
10.2   Cllr Brand stated that he had written to SC Highways requesting an update on the work to reopen the Little Field Lane/Stratton Road on 8 Apr and had received a response the following day stating that this issue was the responsibility of the Asset Management Team.  He subsequently wrote to the team on 13 Apr and sent a reminder on 24 Apr however had yet to receive a response.  He stated that he intended to write again as the issue was affecting parishioners and local businesses.
Action:  Cllr Brand to write to the Asset Management Team requesting an update.
10.3  Report of new issues – Nil
			
Councillor Reports/Updates including highways, playing field, village hall, SALC etc.
11.1  Cllr Brand briefed that he had attended the LCN held at SHAPE Mendip on 27 Apr.  The turnout was poor with only 7 councillors attending in person and 2 online.  In addition to receiving updates on the car share scheme and the safer routes for HGVs working group the attendees also considered the performance of the LCN over the past year in preparation for the compilation of the annual report.  The discussion centred around why attendance has been so patchy and what could be done to encourage more PCs to engage.  The LCN Coord agreed to collate the responses from the participants regarding future content and to produce a one page document highlighting the achievements of the LCN over the past year in an effort to stimulate greater engagement. 
11.2   Cllr Govier stated that he had attended the VH AGM on 21 April however there were no specific items of interest for the PC.  Cllr Emery had circulated the minutes of the AGM to all councillors for information.  

 Training/Meetings to attend
12.1  Cllr Govier provided a short precis of the training module he attended entitled, ‘An introduction to AL for local councils’ and sent the presentation to councillors for their review.  Cllr Davies briefed that he had attended, ‘Responding to Planning Applications’ which served as a useful reminder of the key issues.  The clerk attended ‘Essential Clerk Part 1 on 29 Apr and is booked to attend, ‘Essential Clerk Part 2’ on 20 May.

Correspondence
13.1  Email from Mr M Swinton dated 14 Apr regarding the planning application
2025/0145/FUL dated 28 Jan 25.  Cllr Brand stated that he had responded to the query on 17 Apr and no further action is required.
13.2   Email from Max Gibson (Tyler Hill Consulting) dated 24 Apr advising that a public consultation on Hackmead Solar Farm is to take place in Coleford RBL on 14 May from 3.00 – 6.30pm.  All councillors and members of the public are welcome to attend.
13.3   Email from Mr C Blagden dated 27 Apr requesting approval for a burial plot in the cemetery.  Cllr Kerr briefed councillors on the details and rationale of the request.  After much discussion centred on the criteria for granting approval and availability of plots, it was decided that the threshold for approving the application had not been met.
Action: Cllr Kerr to inform Mr Blagden of the decision.
13.4   Email from Mrs J Gait dated 28 Apr complaining about dog waste on the playing field.   Cllr Brand stated that he had passed this complaint to the PF committee and had responded to Mrs Gait accordingly.  The PF committee has reviewed the issue and taken action to address it.
13.5  Insurance Renewal from Hiscox Insurance Co. Ltd dated 4 May.  The renewal date is 1 Jun and the amount is £567.94, fixed for 3 years.  Councillors agreed that this policy met the PC needs and approved renewal.
Action:  Clerk to renew insurance prior to 1 Jun.

Next Meeting
Parish Council Meeting 2 Jun at 7.30pm

Meeting ended at 8.35pm
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