Chairman Update

	The priority of the last meeting was to carry out the Annual Governance and Accountability Return which is a mandatory requirement of the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015.  As a council that has less than £25k gross income or expenditure, we can declare ourselves exempt from external audit provided we meet certain specified criteria.  A number of documents have to be certified at the meeting and then made available for public scrutiny on the website.  Any person has the right to request to see any of the documents related to the AGAR including the accounting records for the financial year during the period 3 Jun – 14 Jul by contacting the clerk.  

In last month’s update I mentioned the problems associated with the road closure on Little Field Lane/Stratton Road.  Subsequently, I met with the owners of The Holcombe as well as Cllr Sam Phripp (Mendip Hills councillor with responsibility for Holcombe) to discuss the impact of the closure and to consider the options available for getting the lane open.  As a result of that meeting Cllr Phripp agreed to take a number of points forward including a review of the signage placed on the roads leading into/out of the village and ensuring that 'pub open as usual' signs are placed at the end of Pitcot Lane and the crossroads; to seek clarification from the teams responsible at Somerset Council as to the nature and extent of the problem and the timeline for rectification (these ranged from a few to 18 months); and to remain actively engaged with all parties until a satisfactory resolution is achieved.  He kindly attended the last meeting and provided a short update.  He stated that the signs had been rationalized and confirmed that the work is likely to take up to 18 months to rectify.  He questioned whether a temporary repair (metal sheets or a gantry placed over the road) could be conducted to allow some traffic to flow however this was declined by Somerset Highways.  Clearly this is disappointing news for everyone concerned however he stressed that the council and the contractor are obliged to act lawfully regarding relocating the badger sett, hence the delay.  I requested that Somerset Council produce an information sheet (or equivalent) for parishioners that summarises the issue and states the timeline for action to reopen the road to avoid any misunderstanding and to manage expectations, which Cllr Phripp agreed to pursue on our behalf. 

	On another road related issue, we discussed the feasibility of extending the 30mph limit further south towards Stoke St. Michael (SSM) to encompass the overflow car park to the Farmshop in order to reduce the danger posed to pedestrians walking this route.  As this area is outside the parish limit, we agreed that Cllr Gait would liaise with the Farmshop owner and SSM PC to determine their views and to consider how best to proceed. 

