Chairman Update

	I am pleased to report that Somerset Highways has provided a formal response to our request for an update on the road closure on Little Field Lane/Stratton Road although regrettably it does not provide grounds for a quick return to normal.  The full response can be read on the parish website however the key points are that the road was closed due to a section of the carriageway collapsing caused by the presence of badgers.  As these are a protected species the council is governed by legal requirements that restrict what can be done and when.  The council has passed responsibility to its Asset Management Team to design and undertake works in conjunction with advice from the ecologist who confirmed the presence of badgers.  Repairs can only be conducted between 1 July and 30 November and whilst this is the current plan (and the council is fully aware of the urgency of carrying out this work), no dates have been confirmed. 

	On the subject of highways, the parish council has agreed to request an extension of the 30mph limit to the south of the river to reduce the danger to pedestrians walking to and from the overflow car park to the Farmshop and Kitchen.  We are liaising with Stoke St Michael parish council as how best to take this proposal forward as this stretch of road lies in their parish although the Farmshop itself is within our parish boundary.  These are early days however I will keep you updated on progress as appropriate.

	I am disappointed that despite the best efforts of the Playing Field committee to highlight the problems of dog waste and to encourage all dog owners to act responsibly when walking their dogs on the footpath across the playing field, some owners believe that this requirement does not apply to them.  It is inconceivable that owners are unaware of their dog’s behaviour as the regulations stipulate that dogs are only allowed on the footpath crossing the playing field and must be on a lead at all times.  The small minority of owners flouting the rules are not only acting irresponsibly but are putting childrens’ health at risk.  I urge every dog owner to act responsibly otherwise we shall have to consider more actions to stamp out this unacceptable behaviour. 

Please note that there is no meeting in August;  the next one (to which you are all invited) is on Tuesday 1 September at 7.30pm in the village hall.

