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HOLCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL
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www.holcombesomerset-pc.gov.uk

Minutes of the Holcombe Parish Council Meeting which took place on Tuesday 1 September 2026 at Holcombe Village Hall

Councillors present: Cllr Brand (Chair)
 Cllr Davies (Vice Chairman)	
 Cllr Eade 
 Cllr Gait
 Cllr Govier
 Cllr Roberts

In attendance:           Clerk 
                                  Mr. M Baker & Mrs A Baker
                                  Mr. S Piper
                                  Mr. J Barter & Mrs A Barter
                                  Cllr Sam Phripp joined at 7.50pm	

1. Public Forum 
 Nil

2. Apologies for absence
Cllrs Emery, Kerr and Stratford sent their apologies which were accepted by the Chairman.

3. Declaration of interests and dispensations
Nil

4. Approve Minutes of previous meeting held on 7 July 26
The minutes of the meeting held on the 7 July had been circulated in advance to all councillors. As there were no amendments, the council approved them to be a true record.
Proposed by Cllr Davies, Seconded by Cllr Govier. Vote unanimous from those who were present at the last meeting.

5. Actions/matters arising from the previous meeting 
Nil.

6. Reports
 6.1 PCSO Report – Nil report received.
 6.2 Somerset Council – Nil report received.

7. Planning Applications 
7.1 2026/1347/HSE Croeso, Silver Street - Proposed Single Storey Rear Extensions and Front Porch. 
The chairman provided a brief summary of the application and stated that no public comments from the neighbours had been published on the planning portal.  He invited the applicant Mr. Baker to provide more information and context regarding the plans for the property. Further information about the details of the rear extension was offered by Mr. Piper, a friend and builder responsible for the work.  After a brief discussion about the size and scale of the proposed extensions and the likely timescale for completion, councillors agreed to approve the application 
Proposed by Cllr Brand and Seconded by Cllr Davies.  Vote unanimous.   
Action:  Cllr Brand to update planning portal.                                                                                        

7.2 2026/1489/FUL Land at Edford Hill Holcombe - Retrospective application for the enlargement of an agricultural vehicular access.
The chairman provided the background to this application stating that this is the second retrospective application submitted.  The first application (which was approved) was considered by the PC on 8 Aug 2024 although at that time the PC was unaware of the objections raised by Mr Bo Walsh (Tree Officer) and Somerset Highways.  In the Notice of Decision dated 18 Feb 2025, the council chief planning officer made it very clear that the application (which was triggered by an enforcement enquiry) was refused based on the objections raised by the experts.  As a result, the case was returned to the Enforcement Team for their further consideration.  Since that time they have consulted with the agent acting on behalf of the applicant and agreed that before any action was taken a further planning application could be made in the hope of overcoming the previous areas of concern and reasons for refusal. The mitigation of the reasons for refusal are addressed in the Design & Access Statement submitted by the agent as part of this second application.  The chairman highlighted the objections raised by members of the public on the planning portal and invited Mr & Mrs Barter to comment further.  They reiterated their concerns regarding the ecological impact and implications for public safety, and thought that approving a second retrospective application would set a poor precedent for future similar applications. 

Noting that the application centred on resolving the 2 objections raised by the ecologist and the highways department which necessitated technical expertise and a thorough understanding of the various policies involved which the PC did not have the necessary expertise, it was decided that the Enforcement Team was best placed to adjudicate in this matter.  As a result the PC agreed to remain neutral but highlight the fact that if the objections raised by the experts had been known during the first review in Aug 24, then the decision may have been different. 
Proposed by Cllr Brand, seconded by Cllr Gait.  Vote unanimous.  
Action:   Cllr Brand to update the planning portal.                                                                                            

8. Report on Planning Updates
Nil.

9. Finance
9.1. Agree bank reconciliation for June, July & August – Cllr Gait stated that the June account has been reconciled however July and August are to be reviewed at the next meeting.
9.2. 1st Quarter budget - No issues raised.
9.3. Payments
9.3.1 SALC (Invoice 328) dated10 Jul - Clerk Trg)	£60
9.3.2 SALC (Invoice 3292 dared 10 Jul – Clerk Trg)		£60
9.3.3 Somerset Council (bin emptying)	£429
9.3.4 ASW Data (subscription renewal)	£214.80
             9.3.5 Clerk salary (32hrs backdated from June)	£421    
             9.3.6 Invoice for GW Data Services (pneumatic tubes)	£360
Proposed by Cllr Roberts, seconded by Cllr Govier.  Vote unanimous.	
10.  Highways
10.1 Update on options to reduce speeding in the village
10.1.1  Review ASW Annual Intelligence Report – Cllr Roberts reported that the pneumatic tubes had been installed on the hill to record vehicle movements during the week commencing 10 July.  He stated that the data provided information on the number and type of vehicles using the road at specific times as well as their speeds.  He is in the process of analysing this data and cross referencing it with the data provided by the ASW system.  He proposed that he provide an overview of the results along with the findings of the ASW annual report at the next meeting.  
Action:  Cllr Roberts to brief on the results of the data collected by the pneumatic tubes and the ASW Annual Intelligence Report.

10.2 Update on existing issues already reported to Somerset Highways
10.2.2  Little Field Lane road closure. 
Cllr Sam Phripp (Mendip Hills councillor with responsibility for Holcombe) reported that he has received confirmation that the licences required to move the badgers have been granted and that the plan for repair is with the contractor for scheduling.  The deadline for this work is the end of October and the lead officer is confident that the work will be completed within this timeframe.  He stated that he would continue to monitor the issue and provide updates as appropriate.

10.3 Report of new issues – Nil

10.4 Extension of 30mph zone south of the Farmshop. 
The chairman briefed that Stoke St. Michael PC supports the proposal in principle subject to costs and would like Holcombe to lead.  Cllr Gait was tasked to liaise with Highways to determine the optimum approach to implementing the initiative.  
Action: Cllr Gait to write to Highways outlining the proposal and requesting advice on how best to proceed.

11.  Grit Bin Assessment 
Cllr Brand stated that he had conducted an assessment of the 10 grit bins in the village as requested by Highways East.  Only one bin (opp the Farmshop) required filling.  He added that the grit bin at the junction of Stratton Road and Pitcot Lane was no longer serviceable and requested Cllr Eade to remove it. 
Actions:  Cllr Brand to inform Highways East of the requirement to refill the grit bin opposite the Farmshop.
Cllr Eade to remove the grit bin at the junction of Stratton Road and Pitcot Lane.

12.  Arboriculture Assessment (Tree Survey) requirement & renewal 
Cllr Brand briefed that the trees for which the PC is responsible (playing field and Jubilee gardens) are to be surveyed every 5 years for insurance purposes.  The last survey conducted by Hillside Trees was in July 2021 therefore a new survey is required to be undertaken this autumn/winter.  Hillside Trees had provided a quote for £582 which was accepted by the councillors. The clerk was tasked to confirm the quote and arrange a date for the survey to be conducted this year.  
Proposed by Cllr Davies, seconded by Cllr Gait.  Vote unanimous.
Action:  Clerk to confirm the quote and agree a date for the survey to be conducted in 2026.
	
13. Councillor Reports/Updates including playing field, village hall, SALC etc.
Cllr Roberts reported that he had attended the Safer Routes for HGVs LCN at SHAPE Mendip on 29 Jul.  The turnout had been poor with only 10 attendees at the meeting of which only 4 represented parishes.  The main item for discussion was the Beacon Hill junction where consideration is being given to make it a 40mph zone to improve traffic flow and reduce the number of accidents and near misses.  

14. Training/Meetings to attend
An email dated 24 Aug detailing SALC training events in Sept/Oct had been sent to all councillors for their consideration.  Cllr Brand encouraged all councillors to review the courses and to inform the clerk of any that they wish to attend. 
Action:  All councillors to review the courses available and to advise the clerk of any booking requests.

15. Correspondence
15.1 Email dated 28 Jul from Somerset Council regarding the Somerset Connectivity and  Integrated Transport Strategy (SCITS) 
The chairman briefed that this strategy is designed to create a comprehensive transport network across the county and each LCN or PC was invited to respond by 11 Sep.  Councillors agreed that the LCN was best placed to do so therefore no further action is required.  
15.2   Notification of Somerset Parishes’ Conference – Cllr Brand briefed that this year’s conference was taking place at Bridgwater on Thu 8 Oct and 2 councillors could attend.  It was agreed that the chairman and Cllr Gait would attend.  
Action:  Cllr Brand to book 2 places for the conference.

16. Next Meeting
The next PC meeting is Tue 6 Oct at 7.30pm

	Meeting ended 8.40pm
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