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Minutes of the Holcombe Parish Council Meeting which took place on Tuesday 6 October 2026 at Holcombe Village Hall

Councillors present: Cllr Brand (Chair)
 Cllr Emery	
 Cllr Gait
 Cllr Govier
 Cllr Kerr
 Cllr Roberts
 Cllr Stratford

In attendance:           Clerk                                   	

1. Public Forum 
 Nil

2. Apologies for absence
Cllrs Davies and Eade sent their apologies which were accepted by the Chairman.

3. Declaration of interests and dispensations
Nil.

4. Approve Minutes of previous meeting held on 1 Sep 26
The minutes of the meeting held on 1 September had been circulated in advance to all councillors. As there were no amendments, the council approved them to be a true record.
Proposed by Cllr Emery, Seconded by Cllr Gait. Vote unanimous from those who were present at the last meeting.

5. Actions/matters arising from the previous meeting 
Nil.

6. Reports
 6.1 PCSO Report – Report received 6 October circulated to all councillors.  The chairman proposed that these reports be published on the PC website as they are of public interest.
Action:  Cllr Brand to publish on the Holcombe Parish Council website.

 6.2 Somerset Council – Nil report received.

7. Planning Applications 
7.1 2026/1615/HSE 5 St James Close - Proposed first floor Extension. 
The chairman provided a brief summary of the application noting that in his view no material planning considerations were breached.  He added that one other property in the close had already completed a similar extension and that no public comments from the neighbours had been published on the planning portal. The chairman proposed that the application be approved based on these considerations.   
Proposed by Cllr Brand and Seconded by Cllr Stratford.  Vote unanimous.   
Action:  Clerk to update planning portal.                                                                                    
 
8. Report on Planning Updates
Nil.

9. Finance
9.1. Agree bank reconciliation for July, August & September – No issues raised.
9.2. 2st Quarter budget – Circulated to all councillors - No issues raised.
9.3. Payments
9.3.1 Village Hall invoice VH111565 (Jul – Sept)	£21
9.3.2 Clerk salary (17.5 hours)	     £232.05
Proposed by Cllr Kerr, seconded by Cllr Govier.  Vote unanimous.	

10.  Highways
10.1  Update on existing issues already reported to Somerset Highways
Cllr Stratford provided an overview of the recent independent 7 day pneumatic tube traffic survey conducted on the hill during July.  He explained that the purpose was to obtain objective evidence of traffic volumes and vehicle speeds to improve the Council's understanding of the speeding problem on that stretch of road. The survey was deliberately positioned adjacent to the Auto Speed Watch camera to allow a useful comparison over the same period of time.  The major finding was that the survey provided clear evidence of a significant level of speeding at the location. Although the average speed of traffic (circa 11,00 vehicle movements over 7 days) in both directions was 30.1mph, 17% of vehicles were recorded at speeds between 35-40mph and 4% were in excess of 40mph. The results indicate that speeding is not confined to a very small number of vehicles driving fast, but rather many vehicles travelling in excess of the limit albeit within 17% of the limit (85% of all vehicles were travelling at or below 35mph).  

As a result of these findings, it was agreed that further surveys would be commissioned along Charlton Road in the autumn and Brewery Lane in the spring of 2027 to determine the extent of speeding on those roads.  In addition, it was agreed that Cllrs Stratford and Roberts would research the costs and capabilities of installing a speed indicator device (SID) on the hill and report back at the next meeting.  It was also agreed that the chairman would write to the PCSO providing details of the trial as well as the registration numbers of the most prolific offenders and requesting help from the police in combating this crime.
Proposed by Cllr Stratford and seconded by Cllr Roberts.  Vote unanimous.   
Actions:
Cllr Stratford to arrange for 2 independent traffic surveys to be conducted on Charlton Road and Brewery Lane. 
Cllrs Stratford & Roberts to investigate the feasibility and costs of installing a SID on the hill and report back at the next meeting.
Chairman to write to PCSO requesting support from the police to deter speeding in the village.



10.2 Little Field Lane road closure. 
The chairman explained that he had written to Cllr Phripp that day requesting an update as nothing had been done despite assurances that work would commence on 28 Sep.  
(Post Mtg Note – Chris Tucker of Somerset Council responded on 9 Oct stating that he does not have confirmed dates for these works. He added that to comply with the required licence, works need to start before the end of November.)
10.3 Extension of 30mph zone south of the Farmshop. 
The chairman briefed that he had written to Somerset Highways on 4 and 28 Sep regarding this issue but had yet to receive a response.  On 5 Oct, he asked Cllr Phripp to chase the relevant department to determine whether they were in receipt of the emails. 
(Post Mtg Note – Sara Davies (Traffic Engineer) responded on 8 Oct stating that she had received the emails and was awaiting responses from colleagues in another department before responding.) 

10.4 Report of new issues. 
 Nil.

11.  Review of Clause 2:2 of the Rules of Management of the Cemetery
Cllr Kerr provided the context and rationale for the proposal. She explained that the cemetery is a finite resource and space is limited therefore should be reserved only for those parishioners who were born in or have lived in Holcombe.  In light of these constraints, it was agreed that Clause 2.2 which permitted the PC to determine whether someone was eligible to be buried in the cemetery be removed.                                                      Proposed by Cllr Kerr, seconded by Cllr Gait. Vote unanimous.                                 Action:  Cllr Brand to update the Rules of Management of the Cemetery on the PC website.
12.  Installation of a Bleed Kit at the Lychgate
Councillors discussed the possibility of installing a bleed kit at the Lychgate alongside the defibrillator.  This had been proposed by a paramedic living in the village and whilst the councillors were supportive in principle, it was agreed that more information regarding the cost and feasibility be conducted in advance of the next meeting.
Proposed by Cllr Emery, seconded by Cllr Stratford.  Vote unanimous.
Action Cllr Emery to gather further information on costs and feasibility of installation, and report back at the next meeting.
	
13. Councillor Reports/Updates including playing field, village hall, SALC etc.
13.1 Briefing on the New National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) & National Scheme of Delegation.
Cllr Gait attended the online session provided by the planning authority on 17 Sep along with more than 80 other councillors/employees.  He explained that there was a lot of detail about the new regulations that come into force at the end of October although they do not affect how small parish councils respond to planning applications.  He highlighted the key role that PCs play in responding to applications and the importance of providing the context and any issues that the planners should take into account when considering the applications. A recording of the webinar on YouTube can be found at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X6Q7XxrOgYo
Cllr Emery briefed that she had attended meetings of the Village Hall and the Playing Field committees and would provide the reports in due course.
Action: Cllr Emery to send reports from these meetings to councillors upon receipt.
 
14. Training/Meetings to attend
14.1 SALC AGM 8 Oct 
Cllrs Brand and Gait to attend.
14.2 Safer roads for HGV Forum at SHAPE Mendip on 13 Oct at 2.30pm 
 Cllr Brand to attend.
14.3 ‘The Case for raising your precept’ webinar 2 Nov
Cllr Davies to attend.

15. Correspondence
15.1  Cemetery application received 1 Sep for the headstone for the late Clifford Stanley James Young.  Ongoing.
15.2  Email dated 2 Sep from Mrs A Barter requesting an update regarding planning application 2023/0488/FUL Land at Edford Hill.  The chairman responded 4 Oct.  NFA.
15.3  Email dated 11 Sep from Mr N Hiscox expressing apologies for missing the meeting of 1 Sep and providing additional information regarding retrospective planning application 2024/1252/FUL.  Forwarded to all councillors for information.
15.4  Emails dated 7 & 9 Sep from Mrs M Hallas regarding speeding at the crossroads and on the hill.  The chairman responded 9 Sep; the issues raised were discussed under agenda item 10.1.
15.5  Email dated 21 Sep from Mrs L Bevan regarding disposal of rubbish collected from the roadside.  The chairman responded 22 Sep. NFA.
15.6  Email dated 21 Sep from Mrs G Curtis requesting support to apply for a grant towards the cost of repairs to the roof of St. Andrews church.  This issue was discussed and a number of grant opportunities were proposed, including the Community Project Fund (CPF) overseen by the PC.  The clerk was tasked to respond to Mrs Curtis with the proposals.   
Action: Clerk to reply to Mrs Curtis with information regarding the CPF and easyfundraising Impact Fund.  

16.  Next Meeting
The next PC meeting is Tue 3 Nov at 7.30pm

	Meeting ended 8.45pm
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